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ARPA-E History – we are young
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In 2007, The National Academies recommended Congress 
establish an Advanced Research Projects Agency within the U.S. 
Department of Energy to fund advanced energy R&D. 

2007
Rising Above the 
Gathering Storm 
Published
America 
COMPETES Act 
Signed

2009
American 
Recovery & 
Reinvestment 
Act Signed

2011 2012 2013 20142010

1

37

7
12

16
20

23

Programs
To Date

Awards 
Announced

2015

32

America 
COMPETES 
Reauthorization 
Signed $275 Million

(FY2012)
$280 Million

(FY2015)

2016

39

$400M
(Recovery Act)

$180M
(FY11)

$251M
(FY13)

$280M
(FY14)

$291M
(FY16)

2017

660+

$280M
(FY15)

$275M
(FY12)

$306M
(FY17)

47

2018

Coming 
Soon

$353M
(FY18)



2

Mission:  
Overcome long-term and high-risk technological barriers 

in the development of energy technologies 

ARPA-E Mission



What problem should be solved?

What should the solution look like 
to make an impact?



ARPA-E – we’ll do anything (almost)
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Technology Acceleration Model

We have very FLEXIBLE funding vehicles 
We are all about bringing together diverse and unusual communities
We are pursuing more PILOT-type validation for key projects (see bit.ly/PILOTRFI)



ARPA-E Impact Indicators



ARPA-E Recruitment Opportunities
Want to work at ARPA-E? There may be a role for you!

Program Director

ü Program 
development

ü Active project 
management

ü Thought leadership

ü Explore new technical 
areas

Technology-to-Market 
Advisor

ü Business 
development

ü Technical marketing

ü Techno-economic 
analyses

ü Stakeholder outreach

PhD Fellow

ü Independent energy 
technology 
development

ü Program Director 
support

ü Organizational support
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